Community Reflection & Planning Material

This material was prepared in Ottawa to help communities like ours pause and reflect—to consider what we have done, what we have learned, and what might come next. It may 
help widen our vision and discover promising elements we may wish to make our own.

1. Our hopes and vision 

What brings us together? Our shared actions and hopes. All of us want to see the world become a better place and look forward to a day when the whole human family lives together in peace and harmony. 
As Baha’u’llah states, “the purpose for which mortal men have, from utter nothingness, stepped into the realm of being, is that they may work for the betterment of the world and live together in concord and harmony.” He has revealed teachings that make this possible. 
We have all shown a desire to serve our community. Each of us wants to uplift ourselves and those around us, and it is this longing, to help build a better community, that has drawn us in. 

And we are not alone. Around the world, communities like ours are striving toward the very same vision. Together, we can learn more and progress faster. 
[image: ]
This short film offers a glimpse of what we have accomplished globally over the past year and offers us a chance to reflect on our shared journey. 613link.com/video1 (5 mins)

2. Reflecting on our community

As we work alongside one another in these ways, we begin to see ourselves and our relationships with others in a new light. More and more, those of us engaged in building community are coming to see that our own well-being is tied to the well-being of everyone around us. There is no “other.”

By serving side by side, we are learning to look past our differences, bring our different viewpoints together, and work for the well-being of everyone. Families are being reimagined not as solitary households but as supportive networks. Labels like ethnicity, nationality, gender, or religion are beginning to fade as we discover a shared identity that transcends them all.

The questions that follow invite us to pause and reflect on any actions we may have taken, insights we might have gained, and how we are beginning to see ourselves and one another.

· What are some of the characteristics and deep aspirations of our community?
· What actions have we done together in the past few months? What was the impact?
· To what degree are families supportive networks serving side-by-side rather than solitary households?
· What are the opportunities for people of all ages, especially young people, to step forward as protagonists to serve our community together?
· So far, what have we learned about building community?

3. Building vibrant communities

“The betterment of the world can be accomplished through pure and goodly deeds, through commendable and seemly conduct.” - Baha’u’llah

As spiritual concepts take hold in our community, new ways of life begin to emerge. 
In neighbourhoods, villages, and populations across the world we often see such a community distinguished by a sense of common identity and purpose; its devotional character; 
the commitment of youth to education and service; purposeful conversation among families, friends, and acquaintances on themes of spiritual and social import; and collective endeavours for material and social progress.  

To nurture such an uplifting pattern of life, many communities have been encouraged after drawing on a set of interconnected activities: 

1. Children’s classes, which develop spiritual faculties and lay the foundations of a noble and upright character.
2. Junior youth groups that guide those age 11-14, with the help of an older “Animator”, to form a strong moral identity and contribute to the well-being of their communities.
3. Devotional gatherings, which provide a simple, welcoming space where friends, neighbours, and families come together informally in homes and other venues to pray, read sacred words, quietly reflect, and discuss meaningful themes.
4. Study circles, where youth and adults, from all backgrounds, explore spiritual themes, discuss their application to daily life, gain practical skills, and accompany one another on the path of service, including in the ways above. From the very start, everyone is an active protagonist. 

[image: ]This short clip shows how groups of families and households are using and adapting these core activities to respond to the needs and hopes of their communities. www.613link.com/video2 (6 mins) 

· How could these four activities help transform individuals and communities? 
  (Draw on any experiences you may already have had)
· How are we learning to deepen the impact and greatly widen the circle of participation in such programs?

4. Surging forward

· Brainstorm what our community might look like, and do, over the coming months.
· For each idea above, consider how it strengths our community, fosters transformation, and engages greater numbers.
· [image: ]Decide what is practical for us to do now and decide on our next step.


Web version and resources
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